
 

  

 

 

First Reformed Church 
824-3161 

firstref@adamswells.com 
www.firstreformedbluffton.org 

Worship~10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School~9:15 a.m. 
Senior Pastor 
Dr. Bryson Bell 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Duane Modlin 
Worship Leader/Youth Assistant 
Isabella Stutzman 
 
Sunday School Classes, sign up in the 
Overflow Room: 
Grand-Parenting In Today’s World 
October 27 – December 15 
Leader: Judy Maxwell 
Room #: 101  
 
************************************* 
Parenting In Today’s World  
(Part One) 
October 27 – December 15 
Leader: Pastor and Vicki Bell 
 
**************************************** 
“Connections Bible Study” 
October 27-December 15 
Leader: Stan Gilbert 
Room #: S3 (Just off the Sanctuary) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Worship Leader 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Sometimes faith goes unanswered in our lives but bears fruit in those who come after us. 

This is the highest level of faith any believer can achieve: to never see one’s prayers 

answered but to believe they will be answered anyway. Consider Abraham or Moses: 

Abraham was told he would be the father of a nation, but he never saw that nation 

himself, only his son Isaac. Moses liberated the Israelites from Egypt to take them to the 

Promised Land but died before he got there. Both men, however, believed God’s 

promises and pursued those promises their whole lives. They did not understand or know 

how these promises would come true, but they chose to trust God anyway.  

 

Faith like this is so hard for me to grasp. In today’s culture we are taught to seek instant 

gratification, and even those of us who are patient expect to receive gratification – an 

answer – at some point. To believe something is going to happen but be okay with never 

receiving that thing oneself seems crazy. No one ever hopes that someone else will get 

the blessing they’ve been praying for. And yet this is the kind of faith that we should 

strive to have. We are to trust that God is good, and God is faithful, and He knows what 

He’s doing and let that be enough. If you are struggling to hold onto faith, I highly 

recommend reading Hebrews 11. Let’s work together to encourage each other to grow in 

faith and trust fully in God, no matter the circumstances.   

 

 

With Love, 

Isabella Stutzman 
 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

On December 8th following church service, there will be a Lunch-n-Learn fundraiser put 

on by the bell choir. There will be food, and the bells will be set up for anyone to play 

them to see what it would be like to be part of the bell choir. We will be taking 

donations, which will be used to help get the bells refurbished so we can continue to 

enjoy music from our wonderful bell choir! Whether or not you want to try the bells, we 

would love to see you all there, and everyone is more than welcome! 

 

 

Volunteers 

 
 Announcements 

Nov.3~Jim Roller 

Nov. 10~Pastor Duane Modlin 

Nov. 17~Dave Goodwin 

Nov. 24~Steve Sturgeon 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Church 
Lindsay Schroeder 

 
 

 

Usher/Greeters 
Michelle Mills 

Tony Mills 

Butch Haggard 

Brad Kohlhagen 

 
 

Worship Nursery 
Nov. 3~Jaye & Gabby Bell 

Nov. 10~Caylynne Moore & Julia Johnson 

Nov. 17~Kaylyn & Barb Weterick 

Nov. 24~Ben & Hailey Griner 

 

 

Children’s Moment 
Nov. 3~Isabella Stutzman 

Nov. 10~No Children’s Moment 

Nov. 17~Pastor Duane 

Nov. 24~Julie Modlin Sign-up sheets for the 14th 
Annual Free Coummunity 

Thanksgiving Dinner are located 
in the Overflow Room.  You can 

also sign up online on our 
Facebook page.   

All turkey money donations need 
to be given to Mary Miller or Mara 

Jo Williams. 

November 2019 

Sunday School Nursery 
Nov. 3~Diane Brown 

Nov. 10~Lydia Williams 

Nov. 17~Ashton Trout 

Nov. 24~Leslie Neuenschwander 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

 



 

 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 118:1) We are 

not certain who wrote this particular Psalm, but it does seem to be Davidic in its nature. Israel had just 

come through a time when God had delivered them from the hand of the enemy. The Psalmist here 

summons the people to thanksgiving and says that Israel needed to give thanks, that the priests needed 

to give thanks to God and then the Psalmist calls for anyone else who “…fears the Lord…” to give 

thanks. Why? Because of God’s great mercy!   

 

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks to God. We as a nation will celebrate Thanksgiving Day and I 

know that it will be filled with the message of consumerism and ball games and the dinners and the 

family gatherings. Those things, in and of themselves, are not bad things. However, we should, as a 

church body, pause to give God thanks for His overwhelming acts of grace and mercy that have been 

extended to us as His people.  So, when you gather with family and friends for lunch or dinner, or the 

shopping sprees, pause to give God thanks. As we gather on Thanksgiving Day, as a ministering 

church to our community, let us remember why we are doing what we do each year. We do these 

things out of love for God, love for our community, and love for one another. We should always be 

quick, every day, to give God the thanks for His goodness!  

 

We have so much to be thankful for and this time of year helps us to be reminded to count our 

blessings and the source from which they come. For the child of God, we must be quick to give God 

thanks. That, my dear friends of God, means giving God thanks in the good times of life and in the 

bad times of life. 

 

As we contemplate this month of being reminded of God’s wonderful blessings, let us also remember 

that God has blessed us for a reason and for a purpose. That reason and that purpose is that we may 

honor Him for His goodness, we worship Him in all His glory, we allow God to use us as we share the 

message of the Good News of Jesus! May Jesus Christ be honored with our complete and total 

surrender to His will! That is giving thanks to the Lord! 

 

Let us honor the Lord with our presence in worship, our “togetherness” in fellowship and our work of 

ministry as a body of believers.  

 

Gathered in His presence for His Glory! 

 
 

Pastor Gene 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Every season of reformation and every hour of spiritual awakening has been ushered in by a recovery of biblical preaching. 

This cause and effect is timeless and inseparable. J.H. Merle D’Aubigné, noted Reformation historian, writes, “The only true 

reformation is that which emanates from the Word of God.” That is to say, as the pulpit goes, so goes the church. 

Such was the case in the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. Martin Luther, John Calvin, and other reformers 

were raised up by God to lead this era. At the forefront, it was their recovery of expository preaching that helped launch this 

religious movement that turned Europe and, eventually, Western civilization upside down. With sola Scriptura as their battle 

cry, a new generation of biblical preachers restored the pulpit to its former glory and revived apostolic Christianity. 

The same was true in the golden era of the puritans in the seventeenth century. A recovery of biblical preaching spread like 

wildfire through the dry religion of Scotland and England. A resurgence of authentic Christianity came as an army of biblical 

expositors—John Owen, Jeremiah Burroughs, Samuel Rutherford, and others—marched upon the British Empire with an 

open Bible and uplifted voice. In its wake, the monarchy was shaken and history was altered. 

The eighteenth century witnessed exactly the same. The Bible-saturated preaching of Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, 

and the Tennents thundered through the early colonies. The Atlantic seaboard was electrified with the proclamation of the 

gospel, and New England was taken by storm. The Word was preached, souls were saved, and the kingdom expanded. 

The fact is, the restoration of biblical preaching has always been the leading factor in any revival of genuine Christianity. 

Philip Schaff writes, “Every true progress in church history is conditioned by a new and deeper study of the Scriptures.” That 

is to say, every great revival in the church has been ushered in by a return to expository preaching. 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, preacher of Westminster Chapel London, stated, “The most urgent need in the Christian Church 

today is true preaching; and as it is the greatest and the most urgent need in the Church, it is the greatest need of the world 

also.” If the doctor’s diagnosis is correct, and this writer believes it is, then a return to true preaching—biblical preaching, 

expository preaching—is the greatest need in this critical hour. If a reformation is to come to the church, it must begin in 

the pulpit. 

In his day, the prophet Amos warned of an approaching famine, a deadly drought that would cover the land. But not an 

absence of mere food or water, for this scarcity would be far more fatal. It would be a famine for hearing God’s Word (Amos 

8:11). Surely, the church today finds itself in such similar days of shortage. Tragically, exposition is being replaced with 

entertainment, doctrine with drama, theology with theatrics, and preaching with performances. What is so desperately needed 

today is for pastors to return to their highest calling—the divine summons to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:1–2). 

What is expository preaching? The Genevan reformer John Calvin explained, “Preaching is the public exposition of Scripture 

by the man sent from God, in which God Himself is present in judgment and in grace.” In other words, God is unusually 

present, by His Spirit, in the preaching of His Word. Such preaching starts in a biblical text, stays in it, and shows its God-

intended meaning in a life-changing fashion. 

This was the final charge of Paul to young Timothy: “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 

and exhort, with complete patience and teaching” (2 Tim. 4:2). Such preaching necessitates declaring the full counsel of God 

in Scripture. The entire written Word must be expounded. No truth should be left untaught, no sin unexposed, no grace 

unoffered, no promise undelivered. 

A heaven-sent revival will only come when Scripture is enthroned once again in the pulpit. There must be the clarion 

declaration of the Bible, the kind of preaching that gives a clear explanation of a biblical text with compelling application, 

exhortation, and appeal. 

Every preacher must confine himself to the truths of Scripture. When the Bible speaks, God speaks. The man of God has 

nothing to say apart from the Bible. He must not parade his personal opinions in the pulpit. Nor may he expound worldly 

philosophies. The preacher is limited to one task—preach the Word. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “I would rather speak five words out of this book than 50,000 words of the philosophers. If 

we want revivals, we must revive our reverence for the Word of God. If we want conversions, we must put more of God’s 

Word into our sermons.” This remains the crying need of the hour. As the pulpit goes, so goes the church. 

Soli Deo Gloria,  

Pastor Duane Modlin 

 

FROM THE  PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR-Preach the Word 

 
 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%208.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%208.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%204.1%E2%80%932
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%204.2

