
 

  

 

 

First Reformed Church 
824-3161 

firstref@adamswells.com 
www.firstreformedbluffton.org 

Worship~10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School~9:15 a.m. 
Senior Pastor 
Dr. Bryson Bell 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Duane Modlin 
Worship Leader/Youth Assistant 
Isabella Stutzman 
***************************************************** 
Upcoming Sunday School Classes begin  
January 19th, 2020. Sign up in the Overflow 
Room: 

“Understanding the Bible as One Complete 
Story” 
Taught by: Lana Smith 
 (For Women) 
************************************* 

“Stepping Up: Calling Men to Courageous 
Manhood” 
Taught by: Devon Bantz (For Men) 
 
**************************************** 

“Amazing Grace: What It Is; What It Does” 
Taught by: Stan Gilbert 
Room #: S3 (Just off the Sanctuary) 
This is a continuation of study in the “Connections” 
series. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Worship Leader 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Pursue the Promise  

 

There’s a lot to think about coming into this holiday season. There are family dinners to organize, 

presents to buy and wrap, bad weather to disdain, office parties to attend, etc. It’s easy to get swept up in 

the rush and become overwhelmed. All these things are not in and of themselves bad, but the stress and 

worry and busyness they bring isn’t good.  

 

As November crept by, I found myself dreading the coming holidays. My mind had become fixated on 

the stress of this coming Christmas, completely disregarding the wonder and joy it’s meant to hold. 

Through this time, God has been speaking to me of His promises. And there’s no greater promise given 

to us than that of life in Jesus. Christmas is the time of year when we get to remember again that God 

promised to save us, and Jesus’ birth is the fulfilment of that promise. Through Christmas, we get to be 

reminded again of God’s great faithfulness and the hope we can have in His promises. Rather than being 

the busiest time of the year, Christmas is supposed to be a time for reviving hope because God keeps His 

promises. And God promises us so much: grace, love, hope, glory. He has promised to care for us and to 

give us a future. We get to live in His promise fulfilled through His son Jesus and now expectantly hope 

for the promise of His second coming. It may be tempting to just push through the holidays, but instead 

let’s try to be pulled forward by God’s promises and the joy He has set before us.  

 

“And this is the promise that he himself made to us: eternal life.” 1 John 2:25 CSB 

 

With Love, 

Isabella Stutzman 
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On December 8th following church service, there will be a Lunch-n-Learn fundraiser put 

on by the bell choir. There will be food, and the bells will be set up for anyone to play 

them to see what it would be like to be part of the bell choir. We will be taking 

donations, which will be used to help get the bells refurbished so we can continue to 

enjoy music from our wonderful bell choir! Whether or not you want to try the bells, we 

would love to see you all there, and everyone is more than welcome! 

 

 

Volunteers 

 
 Announcements 

Dec. 1~Steve Sturgeon 

Dec. 8~Jeff  Hook 
Dec. 15~Pastor Gene Bell 

Dec. 22~Steve Sturgeon 

Dec. 29~Devon Bantz 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Nursery 
Dec. 1~Steve & Linda Sturgeon 

Dec. 8~ Jeff  & Shari Hook  

Dec. 15~Jani Mann & Pam Tuttle 
Dec. 22~Jim & Carol Sturgeon 

Dec. 29~ Bob & Judy Maxwell 

 

 

 

Children’s Moment 
Dec.1~Lana Smith 

Dec. 8~Isabella  

Dec. 15~Dr. Bell 
Dec. 22~Birthday Party for Jesus!! 

Dec. 29~Isabella Winter is coming! Get Ready! 
With the winter months coming on us, listed below 
are three places where the church will advertise, if 
the weather necessitates a closing for Sunday 
services.  However, we all want you to be safe and, 
even if there are services and you don’t feel 
comfortable getting out, then don’t.  We want you to 
be in good health this winter.  Listed below are the 3 
places where the church closing will be advertised: 
1. Radio  WBCL  FM 90 
2.  Channel 15 
3.  First Reformed Church Facebook Page. 

December 2019 

Sunday School Nursery 
Dec. 1~Ashton Trout 

Dec. 8~Lindsay Schroeder 

Dec. 15~Connie Graham 
Dec. 22~ No Sunday School 

Dec. 29~No Sunday School 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

Usher/Greeters 
Jim Sturgeon 
Carol Sturgeon 

Diane Brown 

Jeff  Hook 
 

Children’s 

Church 
Leslie 

Neuenschwander 

 
 



 

 

 

 

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

(Isaiah 9:6 - NKJV) 

 

I love this passage of scripture. It says so many things to me personally. I am reminded of this 

scripture passage, especially at this time of the year when we celebrate the first Advent of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Just to know that, in Jesus, all the scriptures are fulfilled and complete. 

 

Jesus Christ came make life fulfilling and in Him we find completeness. He has done everything for 

us and in Him alone is life and joy. As you think about this Christmas season, think about that verse in 

this way: 

 

 Jesus was born (Scripture was fulfilled) 

 

 The Son of God was given (Jesus was crucified) 

 

 He will reign and rule for all eternity (Jesus arose from the dead) 

 

 He is the Wonderful Savior (The precious Lamb of God) 

 

 He leads and guides His people (The Great Shepherd) 

 

 He is THE Mighty God (King of Kings and Lord of Lords) 

 

 He is Eternal (He lives forevermore) 

 

 He is our Peace (In Him we find rest) 

 

When you look at that list that I have constructed from Isaiah 9:6, can we not be confident in His 

grace, in His goodness, in His mercy? Can we celebrate His first Advent with joy, even in the midst of 

life’s trials and troubles? Can we look forward to His Second Advent, when, in Jesus, all things will be 

fulfilled, just as the scriptures have spoken? 

 

In this world there is a lot of tension and turmoil. Stop just a moment and contemplate this verse and 

take your mind off of everything around you and concentrate on who Jesus is. Stop your wandering; 

relinquish your fears; God is in control. He came to this world to save you. Having placed your faith 

and trust in Him, you are His very own! 

 

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love! 

 

Pastor Gene 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Jesus’ birth is the hour that split history in half. 

Until that first Christmas, he had been, from eternity past, the divine Son and second 

person of the Godhead. He was God’s glad agent in creation (John 1:3; Colossians 

1:16; Hebrews 1:2), and from the beginning of time, he had upheld the universe at 

every moment (Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3). 

But then came the great change — the blessed addition — at the very heart of reality. 

The Word became flesh (John 1:14). God became man. The Creator himself came as a 

creature; the Author entered into his Story as a character. Without abandoning any of 

what it means to be God, he took on all that it means to be human. 

This spectacular truth, at the center of what we celebrate at Christmas, we call “the 

incarnation,” which means the “in-fleshing” of the divine Son — God himself taking 

human flesh and blood and all our humanness. Christmas is when he adds humanity to 

his divinity and does so that he might rescue us from our soul-destroying rebellion and 

lavish us with the everlasting enjoyment for which we were made. 

It is a glorious revelation, and it’s also a great mystery. This is the greatest mystery in 

all of history, how God himself became fully human without ceasing to be fully divine 

— that God, in all his God-ness, united himself with all man-ness. Church history has 

coined it “the hypostatic union,” the joining of two distinct natures in one undivided 

person (“hypostatic” is just a fancy word for “personal”). Jesus is fully God and fully 

man in one spectacular person. 

And this union of God and man in Jesus is what makes possible our own union with 

the Godhead through him. But the greatest mystery is not how we are united to God 

by faith (through sheer grace and the work of the Spirit), but how God united himself 

to us in the one person of Christ. 

“The union is so perfect,” says D.A. Carson, “that even though he has two natures, he 

is only one person.” It is almost too good to be true but thank the Lord it is true 

nonetheless! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Pastor Duane Modlin 

 

FROM THE  PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
 

 


